If you live in Lake Forest, California or own a business there, be warned.  Never object to the heavy handed tactics of the heavy handed tactics of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department acting under the guise of Lake Forest Police or you will find yourself looking down the barrels of about a dozen weapons, weapons wielded by vice squad Sheriff’s Deputies posing as code enforcement inspectors.  Your door will be thrust open and a dozen inspectors, armed to the teeth, will barge into your house or business, order you around, throw out your customers with threats never to return, herd your employees like cattle, subject them to the third degree, the make of stories that never happened, all to let you know who is the authority in Orange County.  

If you object, you will find newspaper articles with photos taken by the Sheriff’s Department for the purpose of the article and utter nonsense spoon fed to pet reporters who will report whatever they are told or never get a good story from them again.  What they will not tell the reporter is that the citizen has taken the Orange County Sheriff’s Department to the federal court because of their patently illegal behavior.  They will not tell the reporter that their alleged under cover officers somehow failed to follow department rules and record the alleged sessions where the supposed wrong doing occurred so that they could make us whatever story they want later.  They will also not tell the reporter how the tactics used are specifically forbidden by well-established law.  But then, look at the Orange County Sheriff’s Department’s track record.  What could you expect from a department whose chief officer is under indictment for corruption and, the jail is being investigated by the FBI for more corruption?  The Orange County Sheriff’s Department now exhibits a culture of corruption and it certainly extends to their vice squad.  Like a disease this sort of arrogance and disregard for the public taints everything it touches.  Otherwise honest and well-meaning officers find themselves drug into the mud at the bottom of the pool, drug their by their corrupt superiors.  

Lake Forrest Body Center’s only crime has been to make a very minor objection to an abusive tactic of a Sheriff’s Deputy illegally posing as a code enforcement inspector.  Orange County Sheriff’s Deputies are forbidden to enforce municipal code, but the do it anyway in order to get around the privacy rights protected by the fourth amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  When the owner of Lake Forest Body Center declined to line up all his employees and photograph them for Deputy Gentile and asked him to do it instead with full co-operation of the management, a terror campaign started intended to put Lake Forest Body Center out of business and send a message to every other business in town what would happen to them if they did not submit to any illegal or oppressive tactic the Sheriff’s Department wished to afflict them with.  

Lake Forest Body Center welcomes proper code inspection.  We set policy that strictly forbids improper practices.  We have too much invested to risk it on such nonsense, but we hire licensed therapists and there is only so much direct oversight one can do.  The police are welcome to come in under cover and make sure everything is going as it should and help us weed out those who would put our business in jeopardy.  But when they change inspectors and the new one comes in with this jack booted mentality and starts trying to ruin our business with patently illegal tactics, what is a business owner to do?  What would you do?  

Who, when reading this, doesn’t recognize the start terror of standing up to the police when they can manipulate the law to suit their personal caprice; when the city fathers and courts allow their illegal behavior with a wink and a nod?  Who doesn’t feel that knot at the pit of their stomach when those red lights come on?  In a free society, this is simply not acceptable, but in the real world, anyone who would raise an objection will be subjected to the kind of treatment Lake Forest Body Center is now experiencing.  Though it cost everything we own, truth and justice will win out over these jack-booted thugs.  

