On January 8, 2002, I had an accident.  A gooseneck trailer I was pulling had a catastrophic frame failure when I clamped the brakes on an unfamiliar road.  I topped a hill and came upon what a responding Sheriff’s Deputy called, “dead mans curve.”  The trailer having very good brakes locked down and apparently pulled that already fractured frame in two, making for an interesting time.  

After we had most of the mess cleaned up and the road mostly cleared a Department of Public Safety Officer arrived.  After watching the tow truck driver and myself hoist the trailer off the guardrail and refusing to allow me to pull it home noting the frame break, he cited me for unsafe speed.  

At a hearing in Sanger at the court of Judge Gailey, Justice Court Precinct 5, Denton County, the judge refused to hear the complaint as I had sued her and the County for $10,000,000.  I raised no objection to her hearing the case, but she refused and recused herself.  

I subsequently received a letter from Judge Gailey dated, 2-2-02, (see Attached) informing me my case had been transferred to Judge Becky Kerbow, Justice of Peace, Precinct 3, Denton County.  

I then received another letter from Judge Gailey dated 3-14-02, (see attachment) informing me the case had been returned from Judge Beck Derbow and had been transferred to Judge Deborah Hollifield, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2, Denton County.  

I next received a letter from Judge Hollifield dated May 02, 2002, (see Attached) notifying me that my cause number had been changed from #02-0094J5 to #to2-0315j2, and that all future correspondence in the matter should be directed to Judge Hollifield’s court.

The next communication I had with the court was a letter dated, May 03, 2002, (see attached) informing me a court date had been set for 07/11/02.  

At the trial on 07/11/02, at my frist opportunity to speak, I challanged the jurisdiction of the court with a motion in abatement.  The prosecuting attorney, Karen Alexander, objected to the motion and advised the court that it did have jurisdiction.  

Judge Hollingsworth got out the Code of Criminal Procedrue and read Article 4.12:

Art. 4.12. [60a] Misdemeanor Cases; Precinct in Which Defendant to be Tried in Justice Court


(a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, a misdemeanor case to be tried in justice court shall be tried:

(1) in the precinct in which the offense was committed;

(2)  in the precinct in which the defendant or any of the defendants reside; or

(3)  with the written consent of the state and each defendant or the defendant's attorney, in any other precinct within the county.

(b) In any misdemeanor case in which the offense was committed in a precinct where there is no qualified justice court, then trial shall be held:

(1) in the next adjacent precinct in the same county which has a duly qualified justice court; or

(2)  in the precinct in which the defendant may reside.

(c) In any misdemeanor case in which each justice of the peace in the precinct where the offense was committed is disqualified for any reason, such case may be tried in the next adjoining precinct in the same county having a duly qualified justice of the peace.

(d) A defendant who is taken before a magistrate in accordance with Article 15.18 may waive trial by jury and enter a written plea of guilty or nolo contendere.

Judge Hollingsworth, after reading the statute, on advise from the prosecuting learned counsel, decided she did have jurisdiction and continued with the trial.  

At the trial when I alluded to Officer Meeks having charged me with this crime, I was informed that he did no such thing.  The prosecutor told me Officer Meeks had not charged me with a crime at which point I requested a copy of the criminal complaint against me.  It turned out the complaint was sworn to by Lola Barrow, Clerk of the Court for Justice of Peace 5.  

At this I demanded to be faced by my accuser.  When the Judge said she was not at the court I insisted I would wait.  The judge refused to produce my accusor and continued with the case.  

After the trial where I was found guilty and accessed a fine of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00).  The judge subsequently added court costs of fifty five dollars ($55.00) to the fine which the jury did not access.  

On July 19, 2002, I presented a Notice of Appeal and Motion for Conclusions At Law to the Court.  

I subsequently received a letter from the court dated July 23, 2002, (se attachment) setting a show cause hearing for 08/05/02 which I did not attend as the court was without jurisdiction and had no authority to compel me to attend any hearing.  

